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Morney /i the coffers

From time immemorial, the Pope in Rome could grant
dispensations from penalties.prescribed by church law.
But the etermal God alone decided who should go to
heaven or hell. Nevertheless, the length of time spent
in the cléansing and purifying fires of purgatory could
be reduced for the penitent sinner through good works:
As Giovanni de' Medici ascends to the papacy as Pope

- Leo X in 1513, the trade in indulgences is already
flourishing. Pope Leo issues a license to sell indulgences
to Margrave Albrecht of Brandenburg, the proceeds of
which would allow him to repay his debt to the Church
‘of Rome and the Fugger Bank in Augsburg. Officially this
license to sell indulgences is to finance the rebuilding of
St. Peter's, which is still in the early stages and wouldn't
be completed for over 100 years, at which time it would
be one of Christianity's most impressive monuments ...
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The Fugger Bank, Augsburg 1575 h - : ‘.’ﬁ; =
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/ /s there
 any news from IS ¥

Rorme?r ’

an

Do rot be so irpdatient, Albrecht. You're ‘
Jlreadly archbishop of Magdeburg, and
you krnow that Rorme does not gpprove
waiting For of the concentration of power i
remthe to be ranily such gs yours. But we
recogrized as are working on it ...

the Archbishop |
of Mainz. :

> 7o date we've
olgposited 48,236 gold ducats.
The Pope will be able to build
Hirnself @ new church and the
Enpoeror will Aave rnothing
miore to object Lo ...
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But you
know that we Fuggers
have our price. You will
have to inmvolve ws in the sdle
of indulgernces, so that you
can pay back the roney A
you owe us.

The campdign to sell indulgences
/s cormmrissioned to q particalarly
convincing preacher; the Donnrican
rriar Johann Tetzel.

Do you kriow with
certamty what will

happen on the D3y  pg you think
OF Judlgrient™ you can sleep

jpeaceriilly>

Do you

redlly think that
this little creature /s
mmocent in God's
eyes”

How
greatly
ristaker
you are ...
No ore /s
fnnocent!

Whoever buys
this letter of indulgence
/s rescued fromt the
flames of purgatory!
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o
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e (er 90l
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THhanks to thrs
mdulgence, you can bring
these reljcs of the samts
frmto sarety, so that they

— will protect you fromr the
= eternal Aarmes.
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Tetzel has & rioney cofifer in WHICk proceeds

A coin

rfor your soul

\ /S @ trodlest >
rice!

\/p plaal™"

Thank you, Father ...
/ carre or root frormt
Wittenberg to receive

you keep calt your blessing.

when your loved ones

are being relegated to
purgatory ...> Wouldn't
you rather Free them

from this torment?

One coim!
Orne coinn and their
souls will Aly into

how beautifil!
So m1any saved
souls!
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_— Ffrom the sdles of indlgences dre kept. On it
/S written: “s soon as the coin in the corfer
Fings, the soul From puUrgadtory springs’”

well, well, ry
so# ... Spread the word

W GHIOHG YOUIr COURLEYHISH, SO

that they will 3lso rush to
cdordte a stone For the
building of St. Peter's
Basilica. :
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4 lictle later, J the .
University of Wittenberg. ... All descendants of Adarm are My good! son,

- corrupted by sin, faith in God through [ have rnot seen you at

Mass for q lorg tirme.

Jesus Christ alone can absole ther |
From their sins. Not pilgrimages, not - Would you like to go
rasting, not saimts or relics: We are to coxression

N - \
- —
P

T ey iy v -

THaL Is vo lorger What's going o
necessary, Father Luther. here Have you wasted
The Pope has absoled your few pennies rfor a
me From my sins! worthless piece of
paper.m Who so/d

Father Joharn

Tetzel. Many of us have Have you

rwoved to Magdeburg y’© covered the relics of
to recejve grace by His & saint with gold because
Holiness ... In doing so, you believe it will save you

we have corntributed from purgatory>

to the comstruction
or St. Peter's!
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[ T
Father has repeatedly

corndlerrned this sordid
tracle in souls.

On the power

and efficacy of
imclulgences.

YOut of love for the truth
and the desire to elucidate
it, the Reverend Father
Martin Luther, Master of
Arts and Sacred Theology,
ancl ordingry lecturer at
Wittenberg, intends to derfend
the rollowing staterments and
to dispute orn ther in that
place. Thererfore he asks that
those who cannot be present
and dispute with Airm ordlly
shall oo so /n their absence
by letter”
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” 'dlﬂ(.(ld sl am fl.

Arre -!‘:2:“"‘ el

pamid aal ‘//"5'-" -LJ(J-_:-'('!_; T nestiice P A
Amea

Vo the rarne of
our Lord Jeswus Christ,
Arren’
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WHIL /s written

/ —_—

D
AT

—

\The Pope can
rot rennt any guilt ..."
What a bold idleq. Everyorne
\ St take note

| - L DN
BRanew
\

afifla _“5*—!‘

VThe Pope can not rennt any guilt;
> except by declaring and showing

tHIt it has been reritted by God”
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Thanks to the recent invention of the printing
press, the 25 Theses spredd quickly and were
innrediately transiated into German, so that
everyone could urderstana them.

NChristians
are to be IUght that
e who gives Lo the poor
or lerdls to the rneedy
does @ better deed
than ke who buys
= ___\fhdu/gences.’f

VLies and dleceit preack
those who say that the soul
flies out of purgdtory ds
soon s the con rfalls

s 0l
A%

F.:r,,q‘ Ay |
—
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Martin Luther is

right! The enrickrment
of this preacher Has ,
to stop/ <
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The Holy See, St. John Lateran, Rorre. Maxirilian I, Expoeror
of the Holy Romian Empire; visits Pope Leo X in Rormre.

it /s & very delicate norment, Obviowsly il our warrings
Your Holiness. And it /s necessary have achieved rothing, and I mriist
to preserve the wnity of all Catholic 4 _ worcler WHSE the Elector of Saxory
countries. TAiS mork h3s enfianed ' "h i /S thinking in being so lerient
tempers goross the entire Germnan With this hothedd ...
Empire, and in the meanwhile

the Turks are goprodching.

wants to be the
orly one armong
the Germans
.‘, who takes roney
0\ romt the people’s Inquisition, Your
N 1 Holiness ...

Yes, the Holy /nguisition! Luther
Ads to be charged, and then we
will see who has the last word
— & little arrogant German
mionk or Christ's vicar

on earth’

You will ‘
see, orce ke cormes

berfore a worldly
power, ke will recant
everythng ...

!/ certainly

Hope so, For
Ais sake.

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

Should the Gerrans

irtend to split yp the
Church, they will be greatly
mistaken. The Church is and
will rermain orne: the Holy
Roman Catholic and
dpostolic Church. _
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Augsburg, the Fugger Bark, October 12, 1578. At the margims of the Inperidl Diet, inconclusive
ComsUltations are taking place about the successor to Emperor Maxinilian I, who is critically ill.
Cardinal Caietan, the emissary oFf Pope Leo, urges Luther to recant His Wittenberg Ttheses.

Be prudlent, Martis ... |
IF the Elector had not 1 I gcting on the Pope’s
been present today you : | : / S | behalf. Don't think
would be interrogated in - ' d ke will give wp.
Rore and not here in :
Augsburg! G

Now,
Martin Luther,
oo you recant your
tedching”

/t was rot niy - S— The Holy :
/ntention to offend the Fidfiiny € WY Farher does not need
Holy Father. On the contrary’ - your defense and e rneeds
! wanted to protect hirn From . i clebates about theses that
the abuses of those who ; the Co._:mcx/s have dlready

clairn to speak /v _ : discussed ever
AIS name. | less.
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But diistortions of Church
clocirine are being spredd.
People are being prorised
remiission of guilt if they
purchase a letter
of indulgerce ...

/! oo not agree, Your Eminence. IF you would just
give me the chance to better explain myself!
Look ... According to Catholic doctrine
absolution forghves sin, but rot the

PUrISHITent that /s served

n pPUFGILOFY ...

You are here

to distance yourselfr '

fror the infarmies
have written.

(=
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you dlore .2
There’s rno turring

you

"~ Enough of this!

You should Aave showsm
Hiore comtrition. Instead,
you stana here in front
of mre Full of arrogance!

Go gnd dlor’'t let mre
see you anyrore!

What have

back row.
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Lejpzig, July 1572. At the University, there is & rourteen-aay disputation on Luther’'s Theses.
Wittenberg professors Luther, Melanchithon and Karlstadt are acconpanied on the trip to
Lejpzig by 200 studlenrs. Luther's princiodl opponent in the debate is Dr. Johann Maier,
krown s Eck. Eck dlefendls the authority of the popes and the courcils. The mirtes of the
alisputation and hence Luther positions are widely circuldted.

and the courncils canrot
err in matters of raith
or doctrine.

We skould
JUSLIfy the actions
OF the Pope through
the Scriptures
dlone ...

The councils
too can ert’

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.
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There ke /s, the
revolutiondry! Hopefully
you redlize the gravity
of your wordls!

Jan Hus>
Are you rnow
mvoking & heretic
n this matter>

He too was telling the truth!
It's not & question of heresy,
but Christian tedchings! The
papdcy grounds its Nauthority”
solely in the ability to inpose

excornrurication!

Nejther the Pope ror

the courncil #as the ultimate
authority in matters of raith.
Evenrn Jan Hus ...

Martin Luther, you are cordloning
& Schism that is irreversible. You
olerty the authority of the pope
and the councils. You have Fallen
from the raith!

Upon returning to Wittenberg, Luther writes three eloguent parnphlets: “To the Christian Nobility of
the German Nation”, “On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church” and “On the Freeclorn of & Christian”.
He sendls the Idtter tract together with d letter to Pope Leo, gsking Aitn to abdicate the papacy.

In June 1520, Leo X jssues the papal bull N\Exsurge Doriine” which threatens Luther

With excommriLmication.

/| krnow wHIE '\
: vou're thinking,
W Father Staupitz, |\
\ /canseeitin |
your eyes.
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! tried to explain
what | said in Lejpzig in r1y
“Resolutiones”, but that's all
been rorgotten ... And this

—

They Aave
challenged 47 of my 95
Theses gnd ~Aave profibited
their publication throughout
the Catholic world ...

o~

No,
! will not rerource
my theses.
Never.

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

! khave aways
encourdged you to
reformnt the ChurchH,

Ma3artin, not to

clestroy it.

Now you've
gore too far.
You ~Aave sixty

Sixty ogys,
otherwise you will be
| excormrmunicated! You
B\ /ave to dlo ik, Martin,
think about it

Otherwise
L you are ighiting
L\ yYour own Funerdl

The eterral
\ f7re shall devour
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/n Decentber 1520, arter the deddline ror
renouncing His Theses Has passed, Luther

burns the encyclical in Wittenberg. because you've

thrown the Lord's
sagnctuary imto 4
conrusion.

Df clny;

Leonis, con iy, erre

[.qurm. X [rq .
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Shucks.
You have reached the end
of this preview. But don't worry,
you can get the complete book at
www.plough.com
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