


This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/anabaptists/legacy-of-michael-sattler


Classics of the Radical Reformation

Classics of the Radical Reformation is an English-language series of 
Anabaptist and Free Church documents translated and annotated under 
the direction of the Institute of Mennonite Studies, which is the research 
agency of the Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, and published by 
Plough Publishing House.

1. The Legacy of Michael Sattler. Trans., ed. John Howard Yoder.

2. The Writings of Pilgram Marpeck. Trans., ed. William Klassen and Walter 
Klaassen.

3. Anabaptism in Outline: Selected Primary Sources. Trans., ed. Walter 
Klaassen.

4. The Sources of Swiss Anabaptism: The Grebel Letters and Related Docu-
ments. Ed. Leland Harder.

5. Balthasar Hubmaier: Theologian of Anabaptism. Ed. H. Wayne Pipkin 
and John Howard Yoder.

6. The Writings of Dirk Philips. Ed. Cornelius J. Dyck, William E. Keeney, 
and Alvin J. Beachy.

7. The Anabaptist Writings of David Joris: 1535–1543. Ed. Gary K. Waite.

8. The Essential Carlstadt: Fifteen Tracts by Andreas Bodenstein. Trans., ed. 
E. J. Furcha.

9. Peter Riedemann’s Hutterite Confession of Faith. Ed. John J. Friesen.

10. Sources of South German/Austrian Anabaptism. Ed. C. Arnold Snyder, 
trans. Walter Klaassen, Frank Friesen, and Werner O. Packull.

11. Confessions of Faith in the Anabaptist Tradition: 1527–1660. Ed. Karl 
Koop.

12. Jörg Maler’s Kunstbuch: Writings of the Pilgram Marpeck Circle. Ed. John 
D. Rempel.

13. Later Writings of the Swiss Anabaptists: 1529–1592. Ed. C. Arnold Snyder.

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/anabaptists/legacy-of-michael-sattler


This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/anabaptists/legacy-of-michael-sattler


Published by Plough Publishing House 
Walden, New York 

Robertsbridge, England 
Elsmore, Australia 
www.plough.com

Plough produces books, a quarterly magazine, and Plough.com to 
encourage people and help them put their faith into action. We believe 
Jesus can transform the world and that his teachings and example apply 
to all aspects of life. At the same time, we seek common ground with all 
people regardless of their creed.

Plough is the publishing house of the Bruderhof, an international 
community of families and singles seeking to follow Jesus together. 
Members of the Bruderhof are committed to a way of radical discipleship 
in the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount. Inspired by the first church in 
Jerusalem (Acts 2 and 4), they renounce private property and share every-
thing in common in a life of nonviolence, justice, and service to neighbors 
near and far. To learn more about the Bruderhof ’s faith, history, and daily 
life, see Bruderhof.com. (Views expressed by Plough authors are their own 
and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Bruderhof.)

Copyright © 2019 by Plough Publishing House 
All rights reserved.

isbn: 978-0-87486-256-0

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data pending.

This is a preview. Get the entire book here.

https://www.plough.com/en/topics/faith/anabaptists/legacy-of-michael-sattler


v

The Legacy of Michael Sattler, edited and translated by John 
Howard Yoder in 1973, was the first volume to be published in the 
Classics of the Radical Reformation series.1 The translations of the 
texts it contains are first-rate and reliable. However, Anabaptist 
scholarship has evolved in the four-and-a-half decades since its 
publication. This new preface points to some amendments and 
corrections needed to bring the explanatory material of the intro-
ductions and notes more up to date. A more current biography than 
that found in the introduction, for example, is readily available.2

The somewhat ambiguous title of the book was deliberately 
chosen, as Yoder notes in the introduction to chapter VI: some of 
the texts are authored by Michael Sattler or describe him specifi-
cally, but the remainder of the texts in this volume may or may not 
have been authored by Sattler, nor are they necessarily connected 
with him historically. Yoder clarifies that they were included to 
“document the character of [Sattler’s] movement.” Readers should 
be aware of the fact that they are holding a partial “Sattler corpus” 
in this volume. Furthermore, the additional texts can no longer be 
read as documents that clarify the nature of “Sattler’s movement.” 
Chapters I through V can reliably be read as Sattler documents; 
chapters VI through XII, however, cannot. A brief update follows.

Chapters I and III translate the two writings that come directly 
from Sattler’s hand. His letter to the Strasbourg reformers (chapter 
I) is particularly valuable for establishing central themes in Sattler’s 
thought, especially his emphasis on separation from the world and 
following after Christ in life. On the basis of this and other evidence, 
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scholars have confirmed Yoder’s conclusion that Michael Sattler 
was the primary author of the influential Schleitheim Articles 
(Chapter II).3 Some advances have been made, however, in further 
 understanding the printing and dissemination of the Schleitheim 
Articles (discussed in the introduction), the “Congregational Order” 
(44–45), and the trial accounts (chapter IV).

Only one manuscript of the Schleitheim Articles has survived, 
and it is found in the Bernese archives; all other hand copies are 
derived from print versions.4 The Bernese manuscript contains a copy 
of the Schleitheim Articles, followed by a copy of a “Congregational 
Order,” written in the same hand. This second document is translated 
with little comment in chapter II. Werner Packull has since estab-
lished the probable origins of the “Congregational Order,” which he 
suspects predated the Schleitheim Articles. As Packull demonstrates, 
the “Congregational Order” had a widespread influence on the 
baptizing movement in Moravia and beyond.5 Its influence spread 
well beyond what can reasonably be called “Sattler’s movement.”

Of the three known prints containing the Schleitheim Articles, 
the earliest appeared between 1527 and 1529, printed in Worms at the 
press of Peter Schöffer the younger. This print contained the Arti-
cles, Sattler’s Letter to Horb, and a trial account.6 In terms of trial 
accounts, updated information and analysis now go beyond Yoder’s 
observations in the introduction and the notes to chapter IV.7

A second print appeared in 1533 and was published in Stras-
bourg by Jacob Cammerlander.8 This print contained all three of the 
previous writings, with an attached tract on divorce, on which basis 
chapter VI, “On Divorce,” was included in this volume.

A third print, the undated, so-called Sammelband edition 
found today at Goshen College, Indiana, is a sixteenth-century print 
dating no earlier than 1550.9 In addition to the four writings found 
in the 1533 print (chapters II, III, IV, VI), the Sammelband adds the 
following to the “Sattler” documents: chapter VII, “On the Satis-
faction of Christ”; chapter VIII, “On Two Kinds of Obedience”; 
chapter IX, “On False Prophets and Evil Overseers” (actually two 
tracts combined); and chapter X, an epistle from Melchior Rinck 
and attached “Note.” It is on the basis of their inclusion in this post-
1550 collection that chapters VII to X are included in this volume.
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Of all the material past chapter V, Yoder considers chapter 
VI, “On Divorce,” to be the only one “relatively likely” to have 
been authored by Michael Sattler. The strongest evidence for that 
authorship is its inclusion in a Sattler collection published in 1533; 
however, the tract is signed by the initials ML, which argues against 
Sattler’s authorship. There is no internal evidence that would sway 
the decision either way. In the absence of further evidence, one can 
conclude that it is relatively unlikely that this tract was authored by 
Sattler. At the time of his death, divorce was not yet the pressing 
issue it would soon become.

Chapter VII, “On the Satisfaction of Christ,” is an extended 
biblical argument against the Protestant teaching of “salvation by 
grace through faith,” arguing with copious biblical texts that true 
faith must manifest itself in obedience – that is, in works of faith and 
love. There is no reason to link this writing to Michael Sattler, but it 
is in harmony with what we know of his soteriology.10 The value of 
this tract is found not in its possible authorship by Sattler but rather 
in its clear biblical and theological critique of the Protestant view of 
“salvation by faith alone.” This tract should be required reading for 
any who wish to understand in what sense early Anabaptists were, 
and were not, “Protestant.”

Chapter VIII, “On Two Kinds of Obedience,” presents a polarity 
of servile/outward/literal and filial/inward/spiritual, paralleling the 
polarity old covenant/Old Testament and new covenant/New Testa-
ment. Michael Sattler’s known writings emphasize literal obedience 
to Christ’s words and actions rather than a contrast of literal and 
spiritual. The polarity shaping this text strongly suggests a writing 
originating not with Michael Sattler but with Pilgram Marpeck or 
his network, who used the very language and polarity of the tract 
in question.11 The two tracts translated in chapter IX, “On False 
Prophets and Evil Overseers,” and the material in chapter X were 
almost certainly not written by Michael Sattler, as Yoder notes in the 
introductory comments and notes to these chapters. Their value as 
Anabaptist texts, however, lies not in their connection to Sattler but 
in the fact that they give voice to an almost ubiquitous Anabaptist 
critique of state-appointed clergy, often repeated and replicated.

Chapter XI translates two hymns from the Ausbund that tradi-
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tion has associated with Michael Sattler. Of the two, the second 
hymn, Ausbund 146, is almost certainly not written by Sattler: it 
was first appended to a Sattler collection only early in the eighteenth 
century.12 The case for Sattler’s authorship of Ausbund 7 is stronger, 
on the surface, since that hymnal (published in 1583) attributes it to 
Sattler.13 However, the hymn itself appears to be more of a tribute 
to Sattler than something written by him. It was first published 
in 1531 in Weisse’s hymnal of the Bohemian Brethren, and Rosella 
Reimer Duerksen concludes that this was the most likely source of 
the hymn, appropriated later by the compilers of the Ausbund and 
attributed to Sattler.14

Chapter XII, “How Scripture Should Be Discerningly Expos-
ited,” rounds out the volume. This tract was not included in any 
Sattler collection. Its addition here was based on the fact that the 
initials M.S. are found at the end of a short preface, which led histo-
rians to attribute the writing to Michael Sattler. This conclusion has 
since been shown to be incorrect. Werner Packull’s study of Pilgram 
Marpeck’s involvement in publishing Anabaptist tracts in Strasbourg 
and Augsburg in the 1530s and 40s led to the discovery that the 
“How Scripture” text was published in Augsburg at Ulhart’s press, 
circa 1544, one of a series of published tracts sponsored by Pilgram 
Marpeck.15 An earlier analysis of the contents of the tract led Packull 
to conclude that the pamphlet carries “Marpeck’s signature.”16 The 
introduction to chapter XII states further that there is no evidence 
of awareness of this tract in the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries. 
We now know that this is also not correct. A manuscript circulating 
in the 1580s and 90s in Swiss territories contains a verbatim copying 
of the bulk of the “How Scripture” tract. The 1590 manuscript clearly 
originated with the Marpeck network, providing another argument 
against attributing this writing to Michael Sattler.17 Werner Packull 
concludes that the initials M.S. in the tract probably indicate 
“Marpeck/Scharnschlager” or “Marpeck/Schneider.” 18

In sum, The Legacy of Michael Sattler contains translations 
of valuable sixteenth-century texts, documents that are useful for 
illuminating the ideas circulating among sixteenth-century Anabap-
tists in Swiss and South German territories. At the same time, some 
necessary distinctions must be made: along with a core of genuine 
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Sattler-related documents (chapters I–V), the volume contains 
further texts that are not directly connected to Sattler. These texts 
are, in varying degrees, more or less related to the baptizing stream 
that Sattler shaped with the Schleitheim Articles and that continued 
to be inspired by his courageous martyrdom. The documents trans-
lated in chapters VI to XII must be read outside the umbrella of 
Sattler’s own writing and even his direct legacy. Although they can 
no longer be read collectively as simply “documenting the char-
acter of Sattler’s movement,” they remain valuable and informative 
Anabaptist writings in their own right.

C. Arnold Snyder

Notes
1. John Howard Yoder died in 1997. His scholarly work was clouded in later 

years by an emerging history of sexual abuse of women. See Rachel Waltner Goossen, 
“‘Defanging the Beast’: Mennonite Responses to John Howard Yoder’s Sexual Abuse,” 
Mennonite Quarterly Review 89 ( January 2015): 7–80.

2. C. Arnold Snyder, The Life and Thought of Michael Sattler (Scottdale, PA: Herald, 
1984); see also C. Arnold Snyder, “Sattler, Michael,” Mennonite Encyclopedia, vol. 
5, edited by Cornelius J. Dyck and Dennis D. Martin (Scottdale, PA: Herald, 1990), 
794–95.

3.  See Snyder, Life and Thought, 89–100; on the authorship of the “Schleitheim 
Articles,” 98–99.

4. For these details, see C. Arnold Snyder, “The Influence of the Schleitheim Articles 
on the Anabaptist Movement: An Historical Evaluation,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 
63 (October 1989): 323–44, esp. 335–44. The Hutterite manuscript tradition contains 
at least seven manuscript copies of the Articles, but these are hand copies of printed 
versions (336, n. 41).

5. Werner O. Packull, Hutterite Beginnings: Communitarian Experiments during the 
Reformation (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995), chap. 2, “The Oldest 
Anabaptist Congregational Orders: The Swiss Contribution,” esp. 37–53.

6. The dating and printing origins of this text were established by Helmut Claus, 
director of the Forschungsbibliothek, Gotha. See Snyder, “Influence of the Schleitheim 
Articles,” 336, n. 42.

7. See C. Arnold Snyder, “Rottenburg Revisited: New Evidence Concerning the 
Trial of Michael Sattler,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 54 ( July 1980): 208–28; also 
Snyder, Life and Thought, 100–104.

8. On the basis of analysis by Helmut Claus, see Snyder, “Influence of the Schlei-
theim Articles,” 337, n. 43.

9. Dating by Helmut Claus; see Snyder, “Influence of the Schleitheim Articles,” 337, 
n. 44.

10. On Sattler’s soteriology, see Snyder, Life and Thought, chap. 9, 170–83.
11.  Marpeck learned this distinction between the Testaments from Caspar 

Schwenckfeld in the early 1530s. The clearest discussion and demonstration of this is 
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found in Neal Blough, Christ in our Midst: Incarnation, Church and Discipleship in the 
Theology of Pilgram Marpeck (Kitchener, ON: Pandora, 2007), esp. 52–57. Werner Packull 
agrees with Blough that, with regard to the relationship of the Old and New Testaments, 
Marpeck was “the learner and Schwenckfeld the tutor” (Packull, Hutterite Beginnings, 
146). In “Two Kinds of Obedience,” we read, “The servile was a figure and a shadow; 
the filial is body and truth” (122). Compare this sentence with Pilgram Marpeck: “The 
figures and shadows of the Old Testament have held up the light. The essence and truth 
is now present” (William Klassen and Walter Klaassen, trans. and eds., The Writings of 
Pilgram Marpeck [Walden, NY: Plough, 2019], 241). An even closer literal parallel can 
be found in a writing by Caspar Schwenckfeld (1532): “The Old Testament is shadow 
and figure. In all things it deals with, teaches, and points to the future Christ.  .  . . But 
the New is the fulfillment, the body, and the truth” (Corpus Schwenckfeldianorum, IV, 
doc. 126, 477–78).

12. The Ausbund hymn does not mention Sattler. The Goshen Sammelband includes 
the hymn but also does not name Sattler. Yoder concludes that Sattler’s authorship is 
doubtful. See chapter XI, notes 12 and 14.

13. The preface to the hymn reads: “Ein anderes Lied, Michael Sattlers, zu Rotenburg 
am Neckar, mit glühenden Zangen gerissen, die Zunge abgeschnitten, darnach verbrannt, 
Anno 27, den 21sten May.”

14. “Since there is no indication that Weisse borrowed from sources other than 
Bohemian, it is quite likely that Weisse’s book was its original source” (Rosella Reimer 
Duerksen, “Anabaptist Hymnody of the Sixteenth Century,” unpublished DMusic diss., 
Union Theological Seminary, 1956, 24). Several such questionable historical attributions 
are found in the Ausbund; it was not an uncommon practice.

15. Werner O. Packull, “Preliminary Report on Pilgram Marpeck’s Sponsorship of 
Anabaptist Flugschriften,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 75 ( January 2001): 75–88, esp. 
82, 84–85.

16. Werner O. Packull, “Pilgram Marpeck: Uncovering of the Babylonian Whore 
and Other Anonymous Anabaptist Tracts,” Mennonite Quarterly Review 67 ( July 1993): 
351–55; citation 354.

17. The verbatim text copied from “How Scripture” is found in the “Simple Confes-
sion,” published in C. Arnold Snyder, Later Writings of the Swiss Anabaptists, 1529–1592 
(Walden, NY: Plough, 2019), 413–23. On the Marpeck network connection, see ibid., 
chapter XI, “Introduction to Codex 628,” 153–69: “The copyist/editor clearly identifies 
with the Marpeck Covenanters” (161).

18. Packull, “Preliminary Report,” 85.
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